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For the past three weeks, 30 million Argentines have been subjected to electricity rationing. In
theory, Argentina has the capacity to generate enough electric power to satisfy the nation's needs.
More than half the country's thermal power stations are out of commission because the government
does not have enough money to maintain them. Of two nuclear power plants, only one is operating.
A month-long drought has reduced the country's hydroelectric generating capacity by 75%. As of
Jan. 4, six-hour blackouts were imposed. Factories have been forced to arrange their working hours
every day according to the timing of the blackouts. Bankers complain about security and the effect
of the outages on computer systems. Retail store owners complain about the blackouts causing food
to spoil in freezers and refrigerators. Air conditioners have been shut down in all public buildings.
(Summer in Argentina is beginning, and temperatures are about 86 degrees Fahrenheit). Elevator
service and running water for persons living in high-rise apartments are sometimes "luxuries."
Accidents and traffic jams are increasing because of insufficient street lights. Experts do not foresee
any relief from the electricity crunch until the rains come in April. Jan. 1: The Argentine government
announced draconian electricity rationing, including cutting off air conditioning in public buildings,
and requiring hospitals and banks to use their own generators. Electricity has been in short supply
since mid-December. A ban on neon lights and display window lighting was already in force. Jan. 4:
As a result of the reduction in energy output from thermal, nuclear and hydroelectric sources, over
the last several months, production of electric power in Argentina has dropped to about a fourth of
what it should be. Power company officials have warned that Buenos Aires faces the threat of a total
blackout any day. Because of the interconnected nature of Argentina's power supply, the blackout
would quickly spread to much of the country. Virtually all outdoor commercial lighting has been
turned off, government workers have been given extra days off and their offices have been closed.
Subway service has been reduced and at least half the traffic lights are turned off. In some suburbs,
where water comes from wells operated by electric pumps, power cutoffs have interrupted the water
supply. Jan. 6: On Friday evening, President Raul Alfonsin declared a state of energy emergency at
the national level, and provided exceptional powers to the Energy Secretariat to increase the time
of electricity blackouts cutoffs throughout the country's 22 provinces. The government's official
news agency, Telam, dismissed reports on the request for police powers by the state electricity
company, SEGBA, to ensure observance of the blackouts. Hysteria, street fights, and water source
occupations have been observed in the low-income neighborhoods surrounding the capital city, and
in the country's poor provinces to the north. These areas have been the most affected by the energy
crisis. According to the Energy Secretariat, the energy savings thus far obtained was insufficient. The
reservoirs fed primarily by the Limay and Uruguay rivers are practically empty. As of Jan. 6, banks
were the only establishments that were operating more or less normally. Television broadcasters
had reduced transmissions to only three hours daily in an effort to save 1.6 million kilowatts of
electricity per day. Jan. 7: The Argentine government requested that state employees stay home
from work until Jan. 10 to save electricity. (Basic data from Xinhua, 01/02/88; New York Times,
01/05/89; AFP, 01/06/89; Notimex, 01/06/89, 01/07/89)
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